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‎”There are two ways to enslave a nation. One is by the sword. The other is by debt." ~John Adams, 2nd President of U.S.
1.  To break the curse, I need a picture:
4 But there will be no poor among you; for the Lord will bless you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess— 5 if only you will strictly obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all this commandment that I command you today. 6 For the Lord your God will bless you, as he promised you, and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow, and you shall rule over many nations, but they shall not rule over you.     Deut 15:4-6 NLT
2.  To break the curse, I need a plan:
Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity  Prov 21:5 NLT
One day the widow of a member of the group of prophets came to Elisha and cried out, “My husband who served you is dead, and you know how he feared the Lord. But now a creditor has come, threatening to take my two sons as slaves.”   2Kings 4:1 NLT
· I can be a good Christian & still be dumb with my finances!         
2 “What can I do to help you?” Elisha asked. “Tell me, what do you have in the house?”  “Nothing at all, except a flask of olive oil,” she replied.
· What do I have?  
3 And Elisha said, “Borrow as many empty jars as you can from your friends and neighbors.  2Kings 4:3 NLT
· God may tell me to do something that makes no sense! 
4 Then go into your house with your sons and shut the door behind you. Pour olive oil from your flask into the jars, setting each one aside when it is filled.”  5 So she did as she was told. Her sons kept bringing jars to her, and she filled one after another. 6 Soon every container was full to the brim! “Bring me another jar,” she said to one of her sons.  “There aren’t any more!” he told her. And then the olive oil stopped flowing. 7 When she told the man of God what had happened, he said to her, “Now sell the olive oil and pay your debts, and you and your sons can live on what is left over.”            2Kings 4:4-7 NLT
· My obedience sets in motion my breakthrough from debt!
3 Others said, “We have had to mortgage our fields and vineyards and houses to get enough corn to keep us from starving.”  4 Still others said, “We had to borrow money to pay the royal tax on our fields and vineyards. 5 We are of the same race as our fellow-Jews. Aren’t our children just as good as theirs? But we have to make slaves of our children. Some of our daughters have already been sold as slaves. We are helpless because our fields and vineyards have been taken away from us.”  6 When I heard their complaints, I was angry and decided to act.   Neh 5:3-6 NLT
· As long as I am a helpless victim, I’ll stay in debt.
· No plan will work until I get mad enough to do something!
7 After thinking it over, I spoke out against these nobles and officials…. 11 Return to them this very day their fields, their vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the percentage of money, grain, wine, and oil that you have been exacting from them.” 12 Then they said, “We will restore these and require nothing from them. We will do as you say.”     Neh 5:7, 11-12 NLT
· Principalities & powers are subject to my confession!
Practical steps to get out of debt:
1) Keep good records.  (Know what you own, what you owe, what you earn & what you spend)
Know the state of your flocks, and put your heart into caring for your herds, 24 for riches don’t last forever, and the crown might not be passed to the next generation.    Prov 27:23-24 NLT
Ignorance + easy credit = disaster! 
2) Plan my spending 
Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity,  but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty.    Prov 21:5 NLT
3) Reduce my debts rapidly.  
4) Pay my tithes faithfully. 
And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven?    Luke 16:11 NLT
How I handle my money is connected to my destiny!
4 “Why are you living in luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins? 5 This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: Look at what’s happening to you! 6 You have planted much but harvest little. You eat but are not satisfied. You drink but are still thirsty. You put on clothes but cannot keep warm. Your wages disappear as though you were putting them in pockets filled with holes!   Haggai 1:4-6 NLT
Here’s how the world handles their money:
Earn it. Enjoy it. Repay it. Save it. Give it.  
Here’s the Bible way to handle money:
Earn it. Tithe it. Save it. Repay it. Enjoy it.
5) Give my best offering to God
3.  To break the curse, I need to persevere:
Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity  Prov 21:5 NLT
you let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance.    Psa 66:12 ESV
Even in your thoughts, do not curse the king, nor in your bedroom curse the rich, for a bird of the air will carry your voice, or some winged creature tell the matter.    Ecc 10:20 ESV



